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It	is	not	the	function	of	the	wildlife	manager	to	make	the	necessary	value	judgments	in	determining	the	
goal...	They	should	have	no	more	influence	on	the	decision	than	does	any	other	interested	person (Sinclair, 
Fryxell and Caughley 2006, p.3).
It is now widely accepted that it is important to understand the ‘human dimensions’ of wildlife management issues 
in order to achieve management goals. This growing field of study was born in the mid-late 1960s and involves an 
examination of societal values, knowledge and behaviours associated with wildlife and wildlife management issues. 
This paper provides an overview of Dr Graeme Caughley’s work in relation to the human dimensions of wildlife 
management. It synthesizes major themes in human dimensions research, particularly within Australasia; and presents 
the findings from recent studies examining community attitudes towards species at the centre of wildlife-human conflict 
issues.
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